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L obby group for Quebec researchers

Sylvain-Jacques Desjardins | Quebec researchershages their own lobby group to fight for their
rights. The Association des chercheurs professsamhelQuébec (ACPQ), the first association of itslki
in Canada, was officially born last April.

The group was founded by Claude Cote, a retiredensity researcher, who saw a crying need to
bolster everything from job-security to funding opunities for scientific investigators. "The ACPQ
was created to defend the rights of researchetiseiisame manner that other professional assocsation
have banded together to lobby for their rightsyssaote, ACPQ president.

ACPQ co-founders include Edward Bradley, an adjomciology professor at McGill and a professor of
medicine at Université de Montréal, as well as Mich Tremblay, a professor of medicine at Unitérsi
Laval.

Bradley stresses the ACPQ will represent severaktdoents at different phases of their careers:
incoming researchers, postdoctoral researchenwelisas tenure-track academics who research on the
side. "Tenure-track academics may already haveeg¢ahrity and associations,” Bradley says. "But new
or postdoctoral researchers are in precariousipositThey do not have job security, nor do theyeha
very strong voices in decision-making forums tHé¢a their future.”

The ACPQ aims to change that and empower researcliehave people looking after me,"” says
Bradley, who has tenure. "But young or contraceaeshers (do not have job security) and need an
association to defend their rights.” Researched$e Gtresses, face two major issues today: a farsci
battle for adequate funding, which is now playedaoglobal scale, not to mention insufficient grant
opportunities for investigators at all levels. "TA€EPQ's goal is to provide researchers with a aeat
every decision-making table to fight for our funglineeds," he says.

Bradley compares the ACPQ to the birth of cycliigbs 25 years ago. "A cyclist pedals the streets
alone, much as researchers work by themselvesbs"lhe says. "But by banding together, cyclists
obtained everything from bike path to better vigyi which proves that people who work alone can
come together to reach their objectives."

The ACPQ has not yet begun its membership drive plans to recruit soon. For information on the
ACPQ, please write to acpg@globetrotter.net. Itdsite, which is still under construction, will be
available atvww.acpg.ca





